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shall judge your acts, and not your Intentions. My com-
mands will be based on justice, and not on whims, so that
when the affairs of the realm, which are now in a state of
disorganization, return again to their normal and pacific
condition, by the aid of a just administration, our monarchy
will become firmly established, and its transactions will
find a permanent memorial in the history of the world/

Distich : Behold of good acts the reward !
The sway of Kesra is on record !

Compilers of histories have stated that the first sentence
of punishment issued by the new government was that of
the execution of Mazdak with his followers. Chroniclers
inform us that at first Naushirvan treated Mazdak with
kindness, and admitted him to his private society. One
day, however, an adherent of Mazdak placed violent hands
on the wife of a certain man, who immediately laid his
complaint before the king. The latter then instructed
Mazdak to order the profligate fellow to desist from his
nefarious proceedings ; but as Mazdak paid not the least
attention to this command, Naushirvan ordered him to be
beheaded. The execution of Mazdak produced an insur-
rection among his adherents, whereon the royal mandate
went forth to extirpate them all. On that occasion search
was made in Madain and all over the country, and wherever
a Mazdakian could be found, he was immediately slain.

Some are of opinion that Kesra pretended to entertain
friendship for Mazdak, and requested him to write down
the names of his followers, that they might be invested
with dresses of honour, and invited to a suitable banquet.
Mazdak, having thus been put off his guard, produced a
detailed list of his adherents, to whom Kesra afterwards
issued invitations, and on the appointed day, when they
had assembled, the royal table-deckers conducted them in
detachments to a garden where pits had been dug, and in
lieu of finding the promised dinner, they were all thrown
into the said pits by the royal officers, the same fate over-
taking also Mazdak